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Aims to be the exponent of Bible Communism, advocating the 
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WANTED. 


Intelligent, reliable, sympathetic, volunteer Cor- 
respondents, in our own country and every part 
of the world, who will give us early and au- 
thentic information of events occurring in their 
respective localities, that are of a remarkable char- 
acter, orof general interest to mankind, and who 
will also furnish us, from time to time, with brief 
and lucid expositions of such topics as come within 
their range of thought and observation. 





Our Purpose in the Future, 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

8 Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal inits operation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. ' 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesamereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are expecting to institute a Daily Keli- 
gious Press, so soon as Providence opens the way, 
and the means are placed in their possession 


The Oneida Community, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Ss. New houseo’s 


SUPERIOR STE&EL TRAPS, 


Enameled Traveling-Bags, Palm-Leaf 
Hats, Caps, Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Green & Preservea 
FRUITS AND VEG ETABLES; 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 

Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. ¥. 
will receive prompt attention. 


OI erm rw" 


Publications. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Novgs. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Bereancontains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming. Resurrection. Origin of Evil,Our 
Relationsto the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death.Con- 
Gensation of Life, &c. &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evid ; but developing many new and interesting 
Conclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology 
Allwho wish to understand Bia.e Commenism—its constitu- 
Honal basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint them- 
Selves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilat‘on from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Community and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religious and Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price, 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN ; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Norss. Pamphlet, 63 cts. 














__ E"Past Volumes of the Circular can be fur- 
nished to order; and any of the above Publications 
may be sent by mail to all parts of the country. 
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The Oneida Community: 
Where and What it ts. 


—The C nity ists of about 215 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions. They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
Foran account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here twelve 
years, and is self-supporting. There is a branch 
community located at Wallingford, Conn., which is 
also self-supporting. 

—-The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body ; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 

—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common.’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INsPIRArioN, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPIRIT oF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bib/e Communism. 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of FREE CRITICISM 
on the part of all its members. Those persu.s who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 

—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 





—-The circumstances of the Community are at pres- 
ent adverse to receiving new members. Their princi- 
pal dwelling and their outlying buildings are full 
to the extent of their convenient capacity. Plans are 
in contemplation, on the first moment of attaining 
the requisite means, to build» much larger and 
better edifice than the present one, for a Community 
Home. 

—Tue Crrcuiar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 


its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as a gift. 
The following may serve as a condensed formula of 


PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES 


The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 
interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit. hy the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspira- 
tion tor distribution. 

Dwelling togethevin Association, or Complex Fami- 
lies. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorcedfrom Mammon, and devo- 





ted to God. 





— 
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The Dispensation of the Full- 
ness of Times.—No. 3. 
From the Witness, 1841, 








In our first article on this subject, it 
was shown that the second and fival mani- 
festation of Christ in judgment, will take 
place after the times of the Gentiles. The 
question arises, What is meant by “ the 
times of the Gentiles,” and when will 
these times terminate ? The expression 
in question is found in Christ’s discourse 
concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, 
Luke 21:24. In that discourse, Christ 
refers expressly in one instance to the 
prophecy of Daniel, as the text-book of 
his calculations, Matt. 24: 15, and he 
evidently quoted that prophecy in other 
instances. Compare Matt. 24: 21, with 
Daniel 12: 1, &c. Weare naturally led 
therefore to look to Daniel for an explan- 
ation of what is said of the times of the 
Gentiles, especially as Daniel is pre-emi- 
nently a prophet of ¢imes. The words of 
Christ are these—“Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, till the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” In Daniel 
8: 13, 14, we find the following words: 
“I heard one saint speaking, and another 
saint said unto that certain saint which 
spake, How long shall be the vision con- 
cerning the daily sacrifice, and the trans- 
gression of desolation, to give both the 
sanctuary and the host to be trodden under 
foot? Andhe said unto me, unto two 
thousand and three hundred days ; then 
shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” It is 
obvious that these passages both refer to 
the same subject, viz, the desolation of 
Jerusalem, and -Christ evidently quotes 
from Daniel in the expression—“ trodden 
down.” We have therefore reason to be- 
lieve that Christ alludes, in the expres- 
sion,“ the times of the Gentiles,” to Dan- 
iel’s famous number of 2300 days. Why 
does he call this number “ the times of 
the Gentiles ?” Plainly because it is the 
period of the ascendancy of the Gentiles 
over the Jews. From the time of Abra- 
ham God began to divide mankind into 
two great families, and the promise of su- 
premacy was given to the Jews. From 
the time when they came out of the land 
of Egypt, till the captivity by Nebuchad- 
nezzar—a period of nine hundred years— 
this promise was partially fulfilled: they 
prevailed against the Gentiles, and main- 
tained their national independence.— 
Since that captivity the Gentiles have 
prevailed against them. They have been 
tributaries successively of the four Gen- 
tile monarchies that have reigned over 
the world, and are at this day scattered 
and trodden down among all nations.— 
These then are appropriately called “ the 
times of the Gentiles,” and, according to 
the vision of Daniel, their duration is to 
be for 2300 years.* At the end of that 





* It seems needless to go into an elaborate argu- 
ment to prove that days are put for years in these 
predictions. It is sufficient to suggest to those who 
doubt on this point, that the times of the Gentiles, 
which clearly commenced in Daniel’s age, certainly 
had not reached their termination in the time of 
Christ, for he speaks of them as still continuing, and 
about to continue during the desolations of Jerusa- 


period the Jews will be restored to their 
former independence and supremacy, and 
will again posess their own Jand, This is 
the obvious import of the language of 
both Daniel and Christ. 

In order te find the end of the times 
of the Gentiles, we must first ascertain 
where they begin. For this purpose we 
we will examine the language of Daniel's 
vision, The saint’s question is specific 
—“ How long shall be the vision concern- 
ing the daily sacrifice ?” This question 
was suggested by the prophetic repre- 
sentation which Daniel had seen of the 
cruelties of Antiochus Epiphanes toward 
toward the Jews, and especially his in- 
terruption of the daily sacrifice. It 
must be borne in mind that the daily 
sacrifice was to the Jewish nation, what 
the flag is to the battle ship. When 
the flag is struck the ship is surrendered 
to its enemies. The daily sacrifice was 
first stopped when Nebuchadnezzar de- 
stroyed the first temple—see 2 Kings 25: 
9. During this first interruption, Daniel 
saw the vision and heard the question. 
Jeremiah had named only seventy years 
for the desolation of Israel. It was nat- 
ural that Daniel should look for the un- 
interrutped prosperity of his people after 
that period. But the vision discovered 
to him a second interruption of the sac- 
rifice, It appeared that although the 
Jews would be restored to their own 
land at the end of the seventy years, they 
would still be subject to the dominion of 
the Gentiles, and exposed to cruelty and 
sacrilege. In fact, ever after the captiv- 
ity by Nebuchadnezzar the Jews enjoyed 
the privileges of their temple worship 
only by the permission of the Gentiles, 
the daily sacrifice was constantly exposed 
to interruption, as in the case of Antio- 
chus, and the Romans at last brought it 
toa finalend. It was in view of this 
unexpected prolongation of the desola- 
tion under which the Jews were suffering 
in Daniel’s own time, that the question 
was asked—‘ How long shall be the vis- 
ion concerning the daily sacrifice and the 
transgression of desolation?” The cir- 
cumstances of the question show that it 
relates to the whole period of the trans- 
gression and desolation of the Jews, com- 
mencing with the first interruption of 
their daily sacrifice, which took place in 
the nineteenth year of the reign of Ne- 
buchadnezzar. 2 Kings 25: 8. 

We have found our starting point. 
But before we can ascertain when the 
2300 days end, we must determine how 
far it is from our starting point to the 
Christian era. This we can do by refer- 
ring to another prediction. In the chap- 
ter following that from which we. have 
quoted, Daniel gives an account of a sec- 
ond vision in the following words (yerses 
21—24): “While [ was speaking in 
prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I 
had seen in the vision at the beginning, 
being caused to fly swiftly, touched me 





lem. Now 2800 literal days make only about six 
years and a half—whereas, it was certainly more 
than 400 years from the time of Daniel till that of 
Christ; and as Jerusalem is still trodden down, the 
times of the Gentiles certainly have continued more 
than 2200 years. 
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about the time of the evening oblation. 
And he informed me, and talked with 
me, and said, O Daniel, 1 am now come 
forth to give thee skill and undcerstand- 
ing. At the beginning of thy supplica- 
tiops the commandment came forth, and 
I am come to show thee; for thou art 
greatly beloved: therefore understand 
the matter, and consider the vision. 
Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people, and upon the holy city, to finish 
the transgression, and to make an end 
of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring ix everlasting 
righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the Most 
Holy.” Gabriel had been commissioned 
to explain to Daniel the first vision— 
chap. 8: ver. 16. After interpreting the 
symbols in the first part of it, he added, 
concerning the 2300 days—“ The vision 
of the evening and the morning which 
was told is true: wherefore shut thou up 
the vision ; for it shall be for many days. 
“ And I” says Daniel, “fainted, and was 
sick certain days : afterward I rose up, 
and did the king’s business ; and J was 
astonished at the vision, but none under- 
stood it.’ Verses 26,27. It is evident 
that Daniel “ fainted” and was “ aston- 
ished” at the length of the time appoint- 
ed for the desolation of his people. He 
could not understand how the redemp- 
tion of Israel should be so far off as 2300 
years, consistently with the promises by 
which he had been led to hope for that 
redemption at the end of seventy years. 
Gabriel was sent a second time, to relieve 
his perplexity. In the second vision he 
refers Daniel to the first, as being the 
basis of what he has to say, and of course 
as furnishing the starting point of the 
number that follows.—“ Seventy weeks 
[or 490 days] are determined upon thy 
people, and upon thy holy city.” Here 
is a much smaller number than that 
which so “ astonished” Daniel in the first 
vision. Gabriel’s explanation amounts 
to this: ‘‘Though the Gentiles shall 
have dominion over the Jews for 2300 
years, yet the grand object of the Jewish 
dispensation—the coming of the Messiah, 
and the establishment of everlasting 
righteousness, shall take place within 490 
years.” The connection of the two vis- 
ions indicates that the two numbers date 
from the same point, especially as we 
have no other clue to the beginning of 
the last number. It is in vain to say 
that the seventy weeks dates from the 


“going forth of the commandment,” spo- 


ken of afterward. That is the starting 
point of another number, viz. “ seven 
weeks ;” and we have no authority for 
connecting it with the “ seventy weeks,” 
The language of Gabriel is—‘ Seventy 
weeks ave determined” &c., and this im- 
mediately follows a reference to the pre- 
ceding vision, in which it had been 
stated that 2300 days were determined 
for the desolation of the holy people. 
We conclude that the seventy weeks 
begin at the destruction of the first tem- 
pie, in the nineteenth year of Nebuchad- 
negzzar. We have then, two numbers, 
dating from the same point—one of 
which extends beyond our knowledge ; 
the other terminates somewhere near the 
Christian era. Now if we can ascertain 
the exact point of the termination of this 
last number, we can reckon back, and so 
find the chronological place of the start- 
ing point of both. “Seventy weeks are 


determined upon thy people and upon 
thy holy city.” tis natural to under-| 
stand this language as including the| 
whole remaining history of Jerusalem 
and the Jewish nation, through to their 
final overthrow. The objects, for the 
accomplishment of which this period is 
assigned, are evidently not merely the 
coming, or the death of the Messiah, but 
the completion of the office work of the 
Jewish dispensation, including the fin- 
ishing of the Scriptures and fulfillment of 
the New Covenant ; which occupied the 
apostolic age, till the destruction of Je- 
rusalem. That the seventy weeks do 
not terminate at the death of Christ, but 
extend to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
is yet more evident from the subse- 
quent language of Daniel. The “de- 
struction of the city and the sanctu- 
ary” is expressly included among the 
events of that period, and the cessation 
of the “ daily sacrifice” is placed in the 
midst of the week, during which the cov- 
enant is ‘‘ confirmed with many.” See 
verses 26, and 27. 

Thus, from data furnished by the Bi- 
ble, we are obliged to affirm, in defiance 
of profane chronology, that the period from 
the destruction of the first temple to the 
destruction of the second, was 490 years. 
The second temple was destroyed A. D. 70, 
Of course the first temple was destroyed 
420 years before the Christian era, Tak- 
ing 420 from 2300, we have 1880 as the 
period when the sanctuary shall be 
cleansed, and the desolation of the Jews 
cease ; which is the end of the times of 
the Gentiles—the day of the final judg- 
ment. 

Our object in presenting the foregoing 
matter, is not to stimulate and gratify a 
prurient curiosity about the “ times and 
seasons” of future events, but to direct a 
curiosity already excited, partly by impos- 
ture, and partly by the events of the 
times, into the charnel of truth. It is 
not essential to our object, that our read- 
ers should believe in the precise accuracy 
of the result to which we have come. We 
do not pretend, or wish, to know “ the 
day nor the hour,” nor yet the year, when 
the kingdom of God shall come. But we 
believe it is our privilege now, as it was 
the privilege of believers on the eve of the 
first Judgment, to know by other proofs, 
as well as by the argument we have pre- 
sented, that within the lifetime of this 
generation God will judge the world in 
righteousness, and commence the dispen- 
sation ot eternity. 





Steam Husbandry. 





Long reports are given in English papers of the 
proceedings of the Royal Agricultural Society, 
which lately has made a lengthened trial of the 
different inventions for saving labor in agriculture. 
Only of late years have the makers of farm im- 
plements applied steam to tillage, yet, says The 
London Times : 

‘Not only is the stationary, barn-work ma- 
chinery of agriculture actuated by steam-power, 
but the fundamental labor of tillage is now fairly 
mastered. A steam-engine can distribute the ap- 
plication of its motive force over every point of a 
wide irregular area, like that of an ordinary field, 
and piow, trench, delve, and scuffle, no matter 
how hilly and uneven may be the surface, how 
unkind the temper, or foul the condition of the 
soil. Not merely asa practical problem solved 
by unbusinesslike inventions, in cases of partial 
experiment, but steam husbandry has assumed 
such extensive proportions and excited such un- 
precedented interest in the agricultural mind, 
that we have many competing systems of steam 
culture, and rival firms doing a large trade in 
steam-driven implements. And when we con- 
trast the rapidity of extension characterizing ag- 
ricultural improvements available by the tenant 
farmer with the sluggish advance of those more 
permanent ameliorations confined to tho owners 








of land—as, for instance, the spread of steam 
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threshing, which has created many great facto- 
ries within a few years, compared with the stag- 
nation of land drainage and river reform, which 
in a long course of time have not dried a tenth of 
the wet grounds of England—it is not at all ex- 
travagant to anticipate the certain and early sub- 
stitation of steam for horse-power in one-third to 
one-half our tillage operations. That is, some 
£12,000,000 worth of teams will probably be re- 
placed by a force eating coal and wearing away 
metal, instead of consuming for mere motive 
power the oats and provender that should make 
mutton and beef.” 


Le 
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Guardian Angels. 


The belief in guardian angels is a beautiful 
belief, and one that has its foundations in vital 
facts. Christ in his talk with his disciples 
about little children, says: ‘ Take heed that 
ye despise not one of these little ones ; for I 
say unto you, That in,heaven their angels do 
always behold the face of my Father who is 
in heaven.” And Paul says of the angels, 
“ Are they not all ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister unto those who shall be heirs 
of salvation?” It is also related of those who 
were at the house of Mary, the mother of 
John, where Peter came when the angel of the 
Lord had delivered him from Herod’s prison, 
that they would not believe the damsel Rhoda 
when she told them Peter stood at the gate.— 
** And they said unto her, thou art mad. But 
she constantly affirmed that it was even so.— 
Then they said, It is his angel.”’ It is thus seen 
that the idea of attending, ministering angels is 
plainly recognized by the Bible and its author. 
And what thought is there more rich and more 
full of heavenly comfort, than that this is so? 
To know that through all the varied scenes of 
this life we are not alone, and uncared for ; but 
that holy angels whose faces behold the face of 
our heavenly Father; and who mingle with the 
hosts of the family of God in our inner home, 
watch over and protect us ; and that to us also, 
who wait on God, as it was with Christ, is the 
Scripture true, ‘‘He shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee in ali thy ways ; 
they shall bear thee upin their hands, lest 
thou dash thy foot against a stone’’—is beauti- 
ful and significant beyond the power of lan- 
guage to express. It shows the sacredness of 
our lives, and of their relations. Standing as 
we do in the outward world, we are connected 
with and surrounded by companions that tread 
the precincts of the city of the living God, and 
bring us of its treasures. 


Does not this fact of our connection with in- 
terior beings, explain many of the mysteries of 
life? Why is it that we sometimes meet with 
persons we have never seen before, who per- 
haps are no more to us, nor destined to be, so 
far as outward relations are concerned, than 
thousands whom we come in contact with, who 
yet touch us with a wondrous interest, and 
who leave upon our memories, and perhaps 
upon our hearts, an ineffaceable impression, 
that we shall recurto with delight, in many 
succeeding silent hours ? 
glimpse of the shadowing presence of their 
better angels ? 


ascending avenues of inner life to the throne 
of God—to the fullness and bliss of the world 


of light and of love.—r. L. Pp. 





Revival of Business. 





The Scientific American says : 

Our merchants are experiencing a glad surprise 
in the rapid revival of business. The city is fil}- 
ing with dealers from all parts of the North ang 
West, who are here for the purpose of buying 
goods. There is an almost complete destruction 
however, of the credit system, our jobbers gener’ 
ally refusing to sell on longer time than from ten 
to thirty days. 

What a blessed thing it would be for the coun. 
try if this foolish system should never be revived. 
It has been the cause of more social misery to the 
favored classes of our people than all other causes 
combined. Carefully collected and reliable sta. 
tistics reveal the astounding fact that out of every 
hundred men who engage in mercantile pursuits 
in this country, ninety-seven become bankrupt at 
some period of their lives. What a wretched 
life do these people lead! A brief period of wild 
extravagance, followed by long years of bitter 
humiliation, And this is the lot of almost all of 
our whole mercantile class. How much wiser 
and happier is the life of that three in the hun. 
dred who do not fail! These people commence 
by close economy, and, not being impelled by 
enormous expenses to make great nominal profits, 
they do a snug business within their means. As 
their capital increases they enlarge their business 
and their style of living; always keeping both, 
however, within moderate bounds ; and thus 
their life is one of steadily advancing prosperity, 
This happy life would fall to the lot of all of 
our merchants if trade was universally done ona 
cash system. 

If this great reform cannot be universally pur- 
sued, we hope to see a large number of our deal- 
ers adhere toit. All the burden of the change 
has now been borne, and it is only nacessary to 
continue the cash system that is now in practical 
operation. If the war should sweep away forever 
our credit system, this one blessing would more 
than balance all its evils. 





Late News. 





Activity of the Slave Trade, 

Advices from the West Coast of Africa, state 
that the slave trade is very brisk. The Ameri- 
can and English squadrons had been in active 
operations, and had taken two vessels fitted for 
slaves in the Congo river; also a Spanish schoon- 
er, the Jacinto. The Wrangler, R. N., had taken 
an American barque, supposed to be the Arden- 
nes, with four hundred and ninety-five slaves on 
board. The notorious slaver Storm King had 
come into Mingo Grando with.a legal cargo (A- 
merican flag and papers), but hearing there were 
slaves to be had, pitched her cargo overboard, 
shipped a large number of slaves, and got away 
clear. The Steamer General Miramon (formerly 
the Greenock) had shipped a cargo at Kasinda, 
in four hours, using American, Portuguese, and 
Spanish colors to suit the cruisers she happened 
to meet. Everything is done under the Ameri- 
can flag until the slaves are actually on board, 80 
that two or three English cruisers have very lit- 
tle chance to take prizes or check the trade.— 
Pine and Palm. 

No VERY STARTLING EVENTS have transpired in 
the war circles during the past week. The Rebel 
lines appear to be steadily advancing on Washing” 
ton. They are evidently preparing for a vigorous 


Did we not catch a} attack at that point. We have reports that their 


troops are concentrating there from all parts of 


Their names may be written] the South. On the other hand, great energy i# 


in the Lamb’s book of life, and his ange! have | manifested on the part of the Government and 
encamped round about them, investing them|Gen. McClellan is preparing for the coming strug- 
with an aura or nimbus which charms us.—|gle with the enemy. It is not generally knowD 
Their’s may be the rich inheritance of angels] What number of Northern troops are at Washing- 


who behold the face of our heavenly Father. 
Moreover this fact, when comprehended, in- 

vests our friends and outward companions with 

a new and profound interest. Our relations 


ton and vicimity; probably over 125,000. The 
Rebels are reported to have as many, with reia- 
forcements constantly arriving. 


Gen. McO.eruan has issued the following of- 
der for the observance of the Sabbath, which will 


to them cease to be simplistic and become com-| meet the sympathies of a large number of the peo- 


plex. 


We may love not them individually and ple. 


There has been of late considerable discus- 


alone, we may love their good angels, and so} sion of the question of the observance of the Sab- 
rise from the outward to the inner and heav-| bath by the army, and the feeling on part of the 


enly. 


And no one has fathomed the mysteries | religious public appears to be strongly in favor of 


of love and vital relation with those around | Such vbservance as far as it is compatible. 


him who has not recognized and sought the 
knowledge of ministering angels. Through 
them we are joined to the hierarchies of heay- 


Hrapquarters, ARMY OF THR Potomac, , 
Wasurneton, Sept. 6. 1861. 
The Major-General commanding desires and re 
uests that in future there may be a more per- 
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command. We are fighting in a holy cause, and 
should endeavor to deserve the benign favor of 
the Creator. Unless in the case of an attack by 
the enemy, or some other extreme military neces- 
sity, it is commended to commanding officers, 
that all work shall be suspended on the Sabbath ; 


that no unnecessary movements shall be made on | dent 


that day; that the men shall, as far as possible, 
be perisitted to rest from their labors ; that they 
shall attend Divine service after the customary 
Sunday morning inspection, and that officers and 
men shall alike use their influence to insure the 
utmost decorum and quiet on that day. The Gen- 
eral commanding regards this as no idle form. 
One day’s rest in seven is necessary to men and 
animals. More than this, the observance of the 
Holy Day of the God of mercy and of battles is 
our sacred duty. 
GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General Commanding. 

Gen. Fremont is vigorously organizing un ar- 
my for operations in the valley of the Mississippi. 
His recent Proclamation is received throughout 
the North with very general approbation. By 
the way we notice the statement that the clause 
of the Proclamation which declares the slaves of 
rebel masters free, was mutilated by some of the 
newspapers, and as copied into our paper. In- 
stead of saying that such slaves ‘are hereby de- 
clared free” his words were “ are hereby declared 
free men.” The latter form certainly cannot be 
objected to for incompleteness. It settles the 
question at once and thoroughly as to how they 
are to be regarded. They are not. contraband of 
war merely, and released from the claims of their 
masters; they are free men. Fremont, we thank 
thee for thy noble courage and thoroughness ! 


—The Tribune of Saturday says : 

From Missouri we have a narrative which will 
cause the blood to run.cold through the veins of 
all who read it. On the 3d inst., the passenger- 
express train bound west on the Hannibal and St. 
Joseph Railroad, when it had reached Little 
Platte River Bridge, nine miles east of St. Jo- 
seph, was precipitated into the river, the whole 
train going down with a terrible crash, hurling 
nearly one hundred men, women, and children into 
the chasm. ‘The scence was what {might be ex- 
pected—too horrible to allow even an attempt at 
description. The cause of this catastrophe would 
hardly be believed did we not all know the devil- 
ish brutality of the fiends who now ravage that 
State. They had deliberately burned the timbers 
of the bridge so that the weight of the locomotive 
must carry away the whole structure. .\ list of 
the killed and wounded has not yet reached us, 
but the destruction of life and limb was awful, 
If anything were wanted to show that the stern 
edict of Gen, Fremont was needed in Missouri, 
this deed of the Rebel miscreants would remove 
all doubt. 


—The 17th of this monthis the day on which 
the Constitution of the United States was adopt- 
ed by the Convention seventy-four years ago. 

—There are now 2,100 men in active and con- 
stant employment at Charlestown navy yard, of 
whom 500 are ship carpenters, carpenter’s labor- 
ers and others, 180 joiners, 250 laborers in yard, 

175 caulkers, sailmakers, painters and riggers, and 
the remainder are employed in the ropewalk, ord- 
nance department, blacksmith’s shopand foundry, 
engaged in making gun carriages, ordnance, lea. 
ther work, &c. The rope walk ie by far the most 
complete of its kind in America, and all the cord- 
age used in the navy yards at Portsmouth, 
Charlestown, New-York, Philadelphia and Wash. 
ington is made here. 

—A grand Union War meeting was held in 
Faneuil Hall, Boston, on the afternoon of the 9th. 
It was one of the largest meetings ever held in 
Boston. Senator Wilson was present and made 
an eloquent appeal for more soldiers. He said 
150,000 more men were needed in the ficld. 

—The Episcopal Christ Church in Alexandria, 
of which George Washington was one of the War- 
dens, was opened Sunday afternoon for service.— 
Brigadier General Montgomery, Col. Stevens, and 
others occupied Washington’s pew. The services 
were read by Rev. Mr. Carver, of the 17th New 
York, and a sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. 
Camp, of the 4th New Jersey. The choir, with 
“2 organist, was from among the volunteers. 

Tar Swepisn Cotony at Galva, Illinois, has 
suffered a heavy loss by the burning of its broom- 
cora factory. The fire occurred on the 30th ulti- 
mo, and the loss is stated at $30,000. 





‘tue Streneta or Srtence.—It isa great art 
in the Christian life to learn to be silent. Under 
*pposition, rebukes, still be silent. It is better to 
say nothing, than to say it in an excited or angry 
manner, even if the occasion should seem to justi- 


mind is enabled to collect itself, and to call upon 


you will speak to the honor of your holy profcs- 
sion as well as to the good of those who have in- 
jared you, when you speak from God.— Indepen- 


An Oneida Journal. 





A FAITH SKIRMISH. 

The Southern pickets have advanced within five 
miles of the President’s House. The two armies 
are face to face. One hundred and fifty thousand 
fighting men, perhaps, on a side. And these are 
but the raised right arms of the millions back of 
them, the clenched fists with which angry North 
and South have advanced to strike each other.— 
Think of the concentrated will, the fiery passion, 
indomitahle valor, endurance, and energy, collect- 
ed in those bodies of men in the valley of the Po- 
tomac. The very air must be charged with the 
electricity of war. Now, there isa skirmishing 
of outposts with various success—here a sentry 
shot, and there a scouting party surprised; but 
the lines are drawing closer, the glare of defiance 
is met and exchanged across the narrow arena, 
and by and by a general onset will come, the pent- 
up forces will spend themselves in a tempest of 
battle, and God be with the right! The weaker 
must go down. Not otherwise, we sometimes 
think, is the situation of the contest with unbelief 
and the power of evil, with reference to the eman- 
cipation of the body from diseaseanddeath. The 
armies are fronting each other, backed by the 
whole opposing energy of heaven and hell. The 
concentrated power of resistance is increasing in 
the ranks of faith; no retreat! no surrender! is 
the language of their hearts ; and they only wait 
the day of final trial, confident in the spirit of Him 
who has died aud risen again, to put to everlast- 
ing rout the ranks of the great Secessionist and 
proclaim liberty from all his chains. Meantime, 
here is a story of a skirmish sent to us in a letter 
from Pennsylvania in which a gallant and success- 
ful stand was made. Weshould be pleased to ro- 
ceive and record any others that may happen, as we 
have no doubt many do, like it. Our correspond- 
ent says: 

“ [ thought a few hours ago, that I had written 
the last line to the Community that 1 should ev- 
er write; but thanks to our dear Redeemer f am 
yet alive. Ihad not been well for several days, 
but nothing of a very serious nature seemed to be 
near, when of a sudden I was taken with pains 
resembling the cholera, and was prostrated and 
brought very near to death. I felt the cold, icy, 
grip, my limbs became cold, and all thought a few 
moments more and all would beover. Just then, 
J——, told me to confess Christ and believe that 
he was able to save me. My thoughts were 
turned in that direction, and I began to confoss 
Christ heartily ; and before the physician came, I 
was lying comparatively easy. I writethis to let 
you know what power there is ina hearty con- 
fession of Christ. Twice, have I been given up 
by all the friends, since you were here, and noth- 
ing but a firm belief in Christ’s savinfipower has 
preserved me.” 

LETTER FROM A VOLUNTEER. 

Turning again to the Virginia campaign, we 
have here a letter from a simple-mindedand ap- 
parently faith-loving volunteer, who thinks Christ 
is the best friend in the hour of battle. Who 
knows how far this idea may work in the army, 
leading men to seek his acquaintance as they 
would not have otherwise done? The following 
is from our correspondent’s letter: 

Alexandria Vu., August 29th, 1861. 

Dear Community :—I take this opportunity 
of addressing you, in hope that I may find relief 
in Christ, which I find is especially needed by a 
soldier in the hour of battle, in which we must 
shortly engage. We fare very hard here; we all 
find we are not at home. We are the advanced 
guards, and are posted two and a half miles from 
Falls Church. The pickets of the two armies are 
in talking distance from each other. The scout- 
ing parties chase each other home once in awhile. 
A drummer, and fifteen of the Mass. 9th reg. 
and myself, chased forty of the Virginians, under 
Capt. Jones, over a mile from Falls Church. I 
only got one shot, and they said a fellow fell off 
his horse. I have been out to Bailey’s Cross 
Roads to-day, and saw twenty of the enemy’s 
cavalry on picket, halfa mile trom there. They 
look like a lot of farmers, in every kind of uni- 
form. The people about here say that some of 
their horses would fall down, if the inhabitants 
did not give them something to eat. They come 
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God in secret aspirations of prayer. And thus/ Our scouting parties also, make the Major suffer, 
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and watch our pickets, from a bluffon the railroad. 


for they kill his hogs, fowls, sheep, and anything 
they can get hold of. He sought redress from our 
Colonel, who told him before he would help him, 
he nust put the American flag on the top of his 
house, and then his boys would touch nothing. 


What is my destiny I do not know, but if I fall 
in the strife, God in his goodness have mercy on 
my soul. If I survive, I shall strive to be a dif- 
ferent man from what I have been, and lead a bet- 
ter life. I have not seen a Circular, since I left 
home about two months ago. I should like to see 
one or two, and if I can send anything by the way 
of correspondence, I will do so gladly. 3. p. 
Co. G. 25th Reg. N. Y. V. 


A GRACEFUL OLD AGE. 
Beautiful is a spirit of thankfulness, at any age ; 
but particularly so in old people. It derives a 
flavor from the trials and vicissitudes which they 
have passed through, which is rare and perhaps 
unattainable in any other class. David’s glorious 
Psalms would not have been the same if he had 
not dwelt a vagabond in the wilderness, and fled 
before Saul, and been driven homeless by Absalom, 
and rebuked by Nathan; but when, looking back 
over the whole field of checkered joy and sorrow, 
he cries out from his heart in his old age, “ O give 
thanks unto the Lord, for he is good ; for his mer. 
cy endureth forever !”? we feel a conviction that a 
beautiful, loving relation has sprung up and been 
fostered by allevents between the soul of the old 
Psalmist and his God ; and that it will go on in 
the same happiness in future. Our Wallingford 
journalist, in describing a whortleberry-picking 
excursion that a party from that Commune made 
to Prospect, speaks of an interview they had with 
an aged lady, the mother of one of our associates, 


correspondent says: 
“By request of Mrs. N. she repeated to us some 
poetry she composed on her 91st birthday. It is 
so remarkable for such an old lady, that I took 
it down as follows: 

‘‘Ninety-one yearsI have seen the light, 

My sight remains to read and write. 

I lift my heart and voice in praise 

To him who lengthens out my days. 


“Though strength decay, my health is good ; 
My sleep is sweet, I relish food, 

And have the needful to acquire 

All the good things that I desire. 


‘«But richer far is heavenly bread, 

With which, through grace, I’m daily fed. 

For all these mercies boundless, free, 

Each moment I would thankful be.” 
HEALTH CRITICISM. 


A member, much respected and beloved for his 
general character, having been for some months 
affected with dyspeptic troubles, offered himself 
as a subject for advice and criticism, to the fami- 
ly. The point mainly touched upon in the criti- 
cism was the person’s disposition to treat his case 
according to rules established by Graham and 
other physiologists, rather than to follow in sim- 
plicity the teaching of faith. These twosystems 
of cure are so much opposed to cne another, that 
where one attempts to reconcile and carry out 
both modes of treatment the result is always un- 
satisfactory. Grahamism has poorer success 
with us than elsewhere because it meets with 
80 many counteracting opinions and beliefs. On 
the other hand the faith-cure is baffled by the un- 
belief which lurks in every one who cannot aband- 
on all for it. 

The concluding remarks were in subtance as fol- 
lows: 

“What we call the pleasure-seeking spirit has 
two forms in which it manifests itself. In the 
one form it appears in the love of sensual delights, 
eating, and drinking, and whatever ministers to 
personal gratificatior. In the other, it concentrates 
its energies on the endeavor to avoid pain—to es- 
cape from personal discomfort. In either mani- 
festation the same spirit is at the root. Those 
who make a business of sceking health, who devote 
themselves to the removal of pain, and to keeping 
off the attacks of disease, are, after-all, laboring 
fur the same end as those who spend their time 

in bar-rooms, theaters, and the haunts of pleasure- 

seekers. In both causes the life is centered on it. 

self, and gives itself up mainly to its own sensa- 

tions. A life so occupied either with pain or 

pleasure, is diseased, or ready to be the victim of 
disease. The true spirit is the opposite of that of 

the pleasure-sceker. It spends its energies on ob- 

jects outside of itself and is occupied abuut some- 

thing away from its own sensations—something 

useful, in however small a degree, to the world 


and of her general vigor and cheerfulness. Our 


_ 1 


away the attention from one’s own center, to the 

general good, i, andever will Le, one of the surest 

ways of baffling disease. ' 
APPLICATIONS. 

Several applications, personal and by letter, have 
been received. Notwithstanding the best dispo- 
sition on the part of the Community to oblige 
every one seeking to become a member, there are 
certain considerations which seem to impose a 
limit on their favorable action in many cases, 


room, lack of acquaintance, and the evidence in 
some instances, that the applicant is seeking pri- 
marily an external home, without much reference 
to the claims of spiritual improvement. As fastas 
the means can be devised for removing these im- 
pediments we shall be glad to extend the offers of 
communityship more generally. A correspondent 
makes an inquiry vn this point: “If you wore 
going to admit members to the community, 1 
would ask for information whether jou expect 
them to visit you previously?” To which we 
reply, some personal acquaintance appears to be 
desirable, as a step previous to membership, and if 
a visit is desired it should be arranged and provi- 
ded for by correspondence. 

SOCIETY CRITICISM. 
[The following communication by a sister, was 
read on Wednesday Evening, Sept. 4:] 
I sometimes am inclined to think Mr. Noyes 
has brought forth truth enough to make us almost 
perfect, and fit for angelic society, could it be ac- 
tualized in our experience; and an important 
branch of that truth is this, that our bodies be 
long to the Lord. The old system of theology 
taught us that the Lord has a special claim on 
our spirits, but as the theology of which Mr. 
Noyes is the medium teaches us to regard all 
time as belunging to God, instead of one seventh 
part of it, soit aleo teaches us to recognize the 
right of God to our whole nature—all our pas- 
sions and appetites and faculties—instead of 
some single department of it. This truth it 
seems to me, has great significance in its applica- 
tion to our social relations, Weare very apt to 
thins that our bodies belong to ourselves alone, 
and especially that we have a right to love whom 
wo please, ind that our course should be guided 
by our own individual will and fancy. This sen- 
timent I have seen manifested very strongly in 
certain of my sisters, and especially in the youn- 
ger portion. I presume it is equally strong in 
some of the men. And it may be a true princi- 
ple as applied to our equals and inforiors ; but it 
certainly must be modified in every one of us by 
the principle that God owns us, and therefore has 
a right to control our every affection. When this 
principle really possesses our hearts, instead of in- 
quiring, when one seeks our acquaintance and love 
—Is the pers.n young, attractive, popular, fascin- 
ating, handsome or agreeable? such questions as 
these will involuniarily suggest themselves: _ Is 
the person worthy and true hearted? Can wo 
benefit each other and promote the spirit of im- 
provement and edification? And above all, does 
the providence of God favor the combination ? 
This may appear like the immolation of individu- 
al taste, but I believe it is that kind of 1mmola- 
tion which insures an hundred fold reward. _ 
I venture to assume that.there is no.principle 
presented in the Bible Argument which more 
forably commends itself to every heart than this, 
that in heavenly society every man will be re- 
warded according to his works, and rewarded in 
the circulating medium of that society, which is 
love. But it is evident that, this cannot be done, 
excepting as the members of such. society ac- 
knowledge the right of God to control and guide 
their love. On any other principle, the young 
and handsome and attractive, will be likely to 
monopolize a large share of the rewards, when 
perhaps in some cases, on the principle of being 
rewarded according to their works, they do not 
merit sv much as some who are outwardly less 
attractive and gain little reward. I am satisfied 
this is a puint on which we all think a great deal. 
I long to see every one happy and satisfied with 
love. Often it is easy to account for persons not 
having all the love they desire, but in. othcr cases 
it is difficult, except by supposing that the true 
principle of rewards has not yet free play among 
us. 
It is difficult, perhaps in.possible at present, to 
tell how the system of rewards can,be made to 
operate perfectly among us. . 
The great thing needed, however,. is,the right 
spirit and principle in every heart. I{ we can 
each and all truly realize that God owns.ne, and 
that we are living primarily for his pleessre, sec- 
ondarily to bless and benefit others, and only in 
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not avoid growing into the right state on this sub- 
ect. 

; I think that we all, and especially many of the 
women, are in bondage to ideas and fancies we 
have received from the world on this point.— 
{t distresses me sometimes to see young girls 
and boys eagerly devouring sensation novels, 
knowing that they are necessarily receiving many 
false ideas. The pivotal idea of nearly all novels 
is, that you can truly love but one, and to that one 
you must devote your life and suul. The central 
idea of the gospel appears to be, that we should 


limited extent. 

I have been for many years a firm and unhesi- 
tating believer in the doctrines of Christianity, 
as taught in the Berean and Circular. And I find 


support in health. 
Enclosed please find $1 for the Circular. I 
wish it were five, but I cannot make it more at 
present. Yours faithfully for true Christianity. 

, Rogert Pix, Jr. 


to engage in gardening and fruit culture, to a| into a tribunal of authoritative judgment on suc 


nestions, has studied history to little purpose. 
bere certainly is such a thing as religious de- 


Jusion, or a faith of ignoranee, in the world, 
and the — raed gr ‘ . 
: ‘ : more exposed to this kind of infirmity. ut 
raged tees. dence tne aes — » see their icnaenntion have never been 2 eccen- 
cice no other rest or portion. In him ts all my tric, or their mistakes as contagious, or as diffi- 
trust and salvation. I have found confessing) ...,)¢ to rectity, as those of the thinking class. 
Christ the best medicine in sickness, and the best/ 1, matters of thought and opinioa, there is no 
end either to the new erudities generated, or 
the newer criticisms by which they are extir- 
pated. New types of thought sway the suc- 
cessive ages. One school, or system, expels 


le are somewhat 


+ true heart, than apy pleasure which is the result 


primari!y love God, and secondarily love all his 
children. How can the two systems have much 
in counmon ? 

We bave perhaps generally discarded the one- 
love theory, but mary think they cannot possibly 
leve except ina few directions. I believe it is 
possible to love every child of God fervently. It 
may not be sveasy to turn our hearts in some 
directions as others ; but there is no impossibility 
about it. This is proved by the fact, that many 
have found themselves loving those whom once 
they imagined they never could love. The truth 
appears to be that life and social magnetism fol- 
low the direction of :He attention, and while our 
attention more easily and naturally flows in some 
directions than others, it may and should be sub- 
ject to the contro] and guidance of higher princi- 
ples than those of superficial attraction and indi- 
vidual taste. The consciousness that we are pleas- 
ing God is more blissful, more satisfactory to the 


or following our natural inclinations independent- 
ly ofvanch consciousness. 

I wish it were more popular than it is, for the 
young to love the old, the handsome the less so, 
the educated the less educated, in short, that love 
might be truly free, permeating and pervading all 
hearts. 

‘Might not: these points be more thoroughly dis- 
cussed among us ?: I have no wish to teach on the 
subject and only. throw out these thoughts for the 
purpose of helping such discussion. «Judging 
from my own experience, as well as from observa- 
tion, I am inclined to think that if the judgment 
fire were now to search all our hearts, it would 
perhaps disclose the fact, that many of us are still 
inclined to self-seeking in our love relatioas—that 
the principle of pleasing ourselves has precedence 
of the desire to please God and our neighbor. It 
would of course be presumptous in me to make 
any such statement, and I would only suggest it 
as 9 matter of personal thought and inquiry.— 
Surely, before we realize onr heavenly calling, all 
self-seeking, all ‘ lust of the eye” as well as “ lust 
of the flesh,” must be purged out from among us, 
until we are pure and white, and spotless before 

God. I hereby offer myself to the Spirit of truth, 
that I may be thus purified, and my body made a 
fit temple for the Holy Spirit. 
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Minnesota City, Min. Auguet 31, 1861. 

Dear FRienps :—It is a long time since I have 
given you any sign of continued life, but not so 
the Circular. Like the other blessings which 
throng our pathway, it comes qhietly, yet regu- 
Jarly. For the last four months I have been de- 
prived of seeing it, anc till I missed it, 1 did not 
know how I valued it. 

I have been a resident of this place since its 
first settlement, almost ten years ago, and I must 
say I think Minnesota unequaled in fertility of 
soil, salubrity of climate, and beauty of land- 
scape. There is a peculiar charm connected with 
the various seasons of the year, which I never no- 
ticed eleswhere. We have plenty of vain, and 
yet very few stormy days ; less sullen and cloudy 
weather than I ever experienced eleswhere; and 
for weeks together the sun shines unclouded by 
day, anc the stars by night. And such starlight 
nighis, so blue the firmament, and so clear and 
bracing the atmosphere, and yet cool in mid-sum- 
mer. As to the productions, potatoes, Indian 
corn and wheat, with the various garden vegeta- 
bles, are produced, of excellent quality and in 
great abundance. Ihave had tomatoes grown 
entirely in the open air, blossom the first days of 
June, and ripe the last of July. I have a dozen 
trees of apple in bearing this year. A neighbor 

afew miles away, will have abqut ten bushels, 
and another in an adjvining couhty, about fifty 
bushels. Plums, cherries, crab-apples and grapes, 
grow well. Peaches and pears are doubtful, 
though I have a few of the latter. The apple 
trees brought here from [Ilinois and further East, 
were complete failures. Our trees, to succeed, re- 
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BY BAYARD TAYLOR. 


Orr, fetters of the falser life,— 
Weeds that conceal the statue’s form! 
This silent world with truth is mfe, 
This wooing air is warm. 
Now fall the thin disguises, planned 
For men too weak to walk unblamed : 
Naked beside the sea I stand,— 
Naked, and not ashamed. 


Where yonder dancing billows dip, 
Far-off to ocean’s misty verge, 
Ploughs Morning, like a full-sailed ship, 
The Orient’s cloudy surge. 
With spray of scarlet fire before 
The ruffled gold that round her dies, 
She sails above the sleeping shore, , 
Across the waking skies. 
The dewy beach beneath her glows; 
A pencilled beam, the light-house burns: 
Full-breathed, the fragrant sea-wind blows,— 
Life to the world returns! 
I stand, a spirit newly born, 
White limbed and pure, and strong and fair, 
The first-begotten son of Morn, 
The nursling of the air! 
There, ina heap, the masks uf Earth, 
The cares, the sins, the griefs, are thrown 
Complete, as, through diviner birth, 
I walk the sands alone. 


With downy hands the winds caress, 
With frothy lips the amorous sea, 
As welcoming the nakedness 
Of vanished gods, in me. 
Along the ridged and sloping sand, 
Where headlands clasp the crescent cove, 
A shining spirit of the land, 
A snowy shape, I move: 
Or, plunged in hollow-rolling brine, 
In emerald cradles rocked and swung, 
The sceptre of the sea is mine, 
And mine his endless song. 


For Earth with primal dew is wet, 
Her long-lost child to rebaptize : 
Her fresh, immortal Edens yet 
Their Adam recognize. 
Her ancient treedom is his fee ; 
Her ancient beauty is his dower: 
She bares her ample breasts, that he 
May suck the milk of power. 
Press on, ye hounds of life, that lurk 
So close, to seize your harried prey ! 
Ye fiends of Custom, Gold, and Work, 
I hear your distant bay ? 
And like the Arab, when he bears 
To the insulted camel’s path 
His garment which the camel tears, _ 
And straight forgets his wrath ; 


So, yonder badges of your sway, 
Life’s paltry husks to you I give: 
Fall on, and in your blizdness say, 
We hold the fugitive! 
But leave to me this brief escape 
To simple manhood, pure and free,-- 
A child of God, in God’s own shape, 
Between the land and sea! 
Atlantic Monthly. 


| this discovery will be made. 





From Bushnell’s Nature and the 8upernatutal. 


Miracles and Spiritual Gifts 
not Discontinued. 


But the doubt will be thrust upon us here, 
at the outset, as we come down to our own 
times—and it might as well be discussed here, 
before we proceed to other cases in hand— 
whether such things are really credible now, or 
entitled to even so much as the respectful con- 
sideration of thinking men. 
question that the class called thinking men, in 
our age, will be ready, with few exceptions, to 
reject, in the gross, and without hesitation, all 
They are the illusions, 
it will be said, of ignorant minds, weakened 
by superstition, heated by religious enthusiasm ; 
stories that are published, it may be, with hon- 
est intentions, but which any philosopher will 
dismiss without a moment’s consideration. 


And I make no 


such pretended facts. 


another. Nothingrests, nothing getsa final form, 
in which it either can or ought to stand. The 
thinking and educated class of minds, too, are 
less capable of many truths, because they are 
so generally preoceupied,wittingly or unwi'- 
tingly, by a contrary fashion, and have such au 
explicit faith in what the learned world pre- 
tends just then to have settled. On which 
account, our Savior himself was my to seek 
his adherents, and raise up his apostles, amon, 
the ingenuous and humble poor, saying— 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes. The wise and prudent knew so much, 
as even to be incapable of faith in him ; and 
if there had been no other class but these 
learned gentlemen, these thinking men of their 
time, he would scarcely have left a follower. 
But the fishermen, the babes of poverty, were 
less preoccupied, and capable of better things. 
And for just this reason, abating their greater 
exposure to fantastic and extravagant delu- 
sions, it will be found, as a matter of fact, that 
the gospel of Christ has been more genuinely 
and evenly held, among this class, than it has 
among the professors and learned disciples.— 
They testify one faith, and live one common 
life of grace, in al! ages. 
In view of considerations like these, how 
much does it signify, that the thinking men of 
cur time are so ready to pronounce on the in- 
credibility, or even ivuadmissibility, of the su- 
pernatural facts just referred to? Nothing, it 
may be, but simply this ; that the human mind, 
as educated mind, is just now at the point of 
religious apogee ; where it is occupied, or pre- 
occupied by nature, and can not think it ra- 
tional to suppose that God does any thing 
longer, which exceeds the casualities of nature. 
Is there, in this, any proper ground of assu- 
rance, that, within fifty years from this time, 
it will not be set in a position to regard the 
faith of supernatural facts, as being even ne- 
cessary to the rationality, and the complete 
system of the universe? If, as I have shown, 
we act supernaturally ourselves, and if the fact 
of sin supposes a higher ground of unity in 
God’s plan than is comprehended in mere na- 
ture, what less ought we to expect, than that, 
when the thinking mind of the world bas finally 
worn a way through nature, ceasing to be ham- 
pered and shut in by it as now, it will strike 
into a broader field, and be as ready to believe 
these suBernatural facts, as it is at present to 
reject them ? Indeed, there is a kind of law 
in skepticism itself, that must finally bring it 
back from its denial of a supernatural revela- 
tion, to a hearty and hungry embrace of' it ; 
for, no longer staggered by the supposition, as 
thousands now are, that the scriptures repre- 
sent a dispensation gone by, which is hence- 
forth incredible, it will finally discover that 
they may be rationally believed, for just the 
reason that God is doing similar wonders now. 
And as certainly as no human soul can rest in 
mere negation, or, what is no better, in nature 
as the only mcdium and symbol of religicn, 
There are, in 
fact, two roads into this faith, the direct road, 
and the indirect or round-about road of doubt 
and denial. One is taken by the humble, 
godly souls, whose only want it is to find their 
Lord. and walk with him; these go straight 
into his seat, know him in his private testimo- 
ny, and the glorious induement of his power. 
The others wanting only to find him scientifi- 
cally, begin at nature, jealous of all but nature. 
They go round and round their idol, looking to 
find a Creator, and Christianity, and a present 
living God in it, and, after they have torn 
their feet long enough, in beating through the 
briers of scientific reason, they will finally 
come in, as laggaids, weary and sore, and join 
themselves to the little ones of faith, saying 
truly, “this, after all, is reason; to believe 
the scriptures, just because the God of the 
scriptures is the God of to-day ; as conversa- 
ble now as ever, working as mightily, redeeming 
as gloriously; to believe in the supernatural, too, 
because we believe in nature ; which, without 
and apart from this necessary complement, 
were only a worthless abortion, a fraction whose 
integer is lost.” 

It is also a matter worthy of particular note, 








quire to be grown here. I have out several thou- 
sand currants of the different sorts, and propose 


But whoever is ready, in this manner, I 
reply, to erect the thinking men of an age, 


when we are falling into the impression, that a 
verdict of the thinking men of our time, is en- 


titled to authority on such a question as this, 
that we have so many characters in histo 
which they can no way interpret, and whic 
are in fact impossible to exist, under their 
theory. How awkwardly do they handle sneh 
eharacters, and how poorly do they get on in 
their attempts to solve, or even to conceive 
them. Joan of Arc, for instance—-who has 
not observed the strange figure of imbecility 
made by the modern school of literary unbe- 
lief, in the attempt to find the place for an 
suck character? They can do nothing with 
her. In their view, she is impossible. And 
yet she has a place in history, and enters into 
the public life of the French nation, as a de- 
termining cause of great events, in the same 
manner as Charlemagne, or any celebrated 
commander. She is a phenomenon, for which 
naturalism has no acsount, and which, under 
that kind of philosophy, has no right to hap- 
pen. It can say that she was a prodigy of 
straw, got up by the leaders, who sought in 
that manner to retrieve the desperate state of 
their cause ; or, that she was insane; or that 
she was romantic ; or that she was a nervous 
and flighty girl, doing she scarce knew what; 
or, finally, that she is a myth, and no real per- 
sonage. And yet the history laughs at all 
such wisdom, showing us a character real and 
true, that refuses to be explained by any such 
feeble inventions in the plane of nature, and 
can be nowise comprehended in that manner. 
She begins to be intelligible only when she is 
classed with Deborah, as a chieftain called put 
from the retirement of her sex, by the election 
of God, and prepared, supernaturally, in the 
place of secret vision. 

The same thing, in general, may be Said of 
the interpreters of Cromwell. Nothing can be 
made of him as a mere natural man. Hume 
and Clarendon call him a religious hypocrite ; 
as if a hypocrite could beahero! lLamartine, 
simply because he believes in a light, which is 
not church light, calls him a fanatic. Carlyle 
is wiser, and, as far as possible, contrives to Jet 
him report himself; but as soon as he chances 
to loosen his own self-retention, for a moment, 
and let us see the man through his pantheistic 
glasses, a strange letting down will be observed, 
however slight or casua? the glimpse taken— 
it is Cromwell by moonlight, and not the real 
hero. He ceases to be inspired and begins to 
phosphoresce. He is no more a battle-axe, 
swung by the Lord Abaight, but ove that 
lays on automatically, with force enough to 
make us think that he is. He is great in his 
faith, only it turns out that his faith, meeting 
no real object, is, though he thinks it not, 
merely subjective impulse. Known to be a 
stout predestinarian, he is fitly shown to be a 
thunder shock in battle, as by the momentum 
of God’s eternal will in bis person; only it is 
recollected that predestination, by God, is more 
philosophically phrased by the single word des- 
tiny ; a force without will, or counsel, or end. 
He is great in power, therefore invincible, irre- 
sistible, as being set on by the universal No- 
body. Is this Sone ? No genuine Crom- 
well is found, till he is shown by the side of 
Moses, a man who takes power as a burden set 
upon him by God, and wields it only the more 
sternly and faithfully, as power; a man “ not 
eloquent,” but ‘slow of speech,’? coming 
down out of the mount, where God has taught 
him, to be the leader, liberator, and lawgiver 
of his people. This is the view of Cromwell 
toward which historic criticism runs more and 
more distinctly, and when; at some future day, 
our literature has gotten over the shallows of 
naturalism, and dares to speak of faith, this 
will be the Cromwell shown. He may not be 
counted a man equal to Moses, but all that 1s 
most distinctive and greatest in his life will as 


vine movement in him. 

And how many characters are there in the 
history of our modern world, who can as little 
be conceived on the footing of mere nature, 
as these. Savonarola, the “‘ fanatic’’ of his- 
tory, will emerge, not unlikely, clad in the 
honors of a prophet. So of Columbus, Fene- 
lon, Fox, Weuke, and a thousand others, who 
walked, consciously or unconsciously, by 4 
supernatural instigation—they were nothing, !¢ 
will be seen, save by the secret inspiration that 
bore them on. And how many of God’s little 
ones, living and dying in obscurity, have yet 
done as great wonders in His name, as if they 
had been teachers and heroes. 


‘* Lose this day loitering, ’twill be the same story 
To-morrow, and the next more dilatory ; 

The indecision brings its own delays, 

And days are lost lamenting other days. 

Are you in earnest—seize this very minute : 
What you can do, or think you can, begin it. 
Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it. 
Only engage, and then the mind grows heated, 


Begin it, and the work will be ian 
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